PREFACE

the evil so unendurable, that if our attempt at civilization is not
to perish like all the previous ones, we shall have to organize
our society in such a way as to be able to say to every person in
the land, "Take no thought, saying What shall we eat? or What
shall we drink? or Wherewithal shall we be clothed?" We shall
then no longer have a race of men whose hearts are in their
pockets and safes and at their bankers. As Jesus said, where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also. That was why he recom-
mended that money should cease to be a treasure, and that we
should take steps to make ourselves utterly reckless of it, setting
our minds free for higher uses. In other words, that we should
all be gentlemen and take care of our country because our country
takes care of us, instead of the commercialized cads we are, doing
everything and anything for money, and selling our souls and
bodies by the pound and the inch after wasting half the day
haggling over the price. Decidedly, whether you think Jesus
was God or not, you must admit that he was a first-rate political
economist.

JESUS AS BIOLOGIST

He was also, as we now see, a first-rate biologist. It took a
century and a half of evolutionary preachers, from Buffon and
Goethe to Butler and Bergson, to convince us that we and our
father are one; that as the kingdom of heaven is within us we
need not go about looking for it and crying Lo here! and Lo
there!; that God is not a picture of a pompous person in white
robes in the family Bible, but a spirit; that it is through this spirit
that we evolve towards greater abundance of life; that we are
the lamps in which the light of the world burns: that, in short,
we are gods though we die like men. All that is today sound
biology and psychology; and the efforts of Natural Selectionists
like Weismann to reduce evolution to mere automatism have not
touched the doctrine of Jesus, though they have made short
work of the theologians who conceived God as a magnate keep-
ing men and angels as Lord Rothschild keeps buffaloes and emus
at Tring.

61